Important Essay Directives
 
	Analyze
	Determine essence of essential feature: to examine critically. 
 
“Analyze to which the Article of Confederation provided an effective form of government with respects to any two of the following: foreign relations, economic conditions, western lands .”

	 
	 

	Assess
	Judge the value or character of something, evaluate, appraise. 
 
“Assess the relative importance of social & economic factors as causes of the Civil War.”

	 
	 

	Compare
	Examine fro the purpose of noting the similarities & differences. 
 
“Compare the leadership qualities of Presidents Woodrow Wilson & Franklin Roosevelt.”

	 
	 

	Contrast
	Compare in order to show points of differences. 
 
“Contrast the religious beliefs of the Quakers & Puritans.”

	 
	 

	Criticize
	Make judgments as to merits & faults; criticism may approve & disapprove, or both. 
 
“Criticize the Alien & Sedition Acts.”

	 
	 

	Define
	Give the meaning of (a word, phrase, or concept), determine the boundaries or extent.
 
“Define the term Laissez-Faire” 

	 
	 

	Describe
	Give an account of, tell about.
 
“Describe the events that led the US entrance into WWII.”

	 
	 

	Discuss
	Talk over, Write about; consider or examine by argument or from various points of view; present the different sides of.
 
“Discuss the policy of internment of Japanese Americans during WWII.”

	 
	 

	Enumerate
	Mention or list separately.
 
“Enumerate the main points of the Bill of Rights”

	 
	 

	Evaluate
	Present “Good” & “Bad” points; appraise; give an opinion regarding the value of; discuss the advantages & disadvantages.
 
“Evaluate the role played by the Republican Party during Reconstruction.” 


	 
	 

	Explain
	Make clear; make known in detail; tell the meaning of; make clear the cause or meaning of. 
 
“Explain how the ‘Peggy Eaton Affair’ influenced the political development of John Calhoun”

	 
	 

	Illustrate
	Make clear or intelligible as by examples. 
 
“Illustrate the influence of the ‘border states’ on Lincoln’s political policies during the Civil War.”

	 
	 

	Interpret
	Explain the meaning of; present your thinking about.
 
“Interpret the process by which the Federalist Party met its demise”

	 
	 

	Justify
	Show good reasons for, present your evidence, offer facts to support your position
 
“Justify US isolationism during the 1930’s.”

	 
	 

	Prove
	Establish the truth or genuineness of something by citing factual evidence or logical reasoning. 
 
“Prove that the Industrial Revolution was or was not a benefit to humanity.”

	 
	 

	Summarize
	State or express in concise from, give the main points briefly.
 
“Summarize the major causes of the Spanish-American War.”

	 
	 

	Trace
	Follow the course of, give a description of; ascertain by investigation.
 
 “Trace the course of 19th Century Anglo-American relations

	 
	 

	Evaluate the relative importance of
	Assess what is to be judged based on each criterion. Decide which is the most important; second most important, and least important of the choices being offered being sure to explain why you reached these rankings. (Rank & Why)
 
“Evaluate the relative importance of the following factors as causes for the US entering WWI in 1917: allied propaganda, submarine warfare, President Wilson’s idealism.”

	 
	 

	Assess the validity
	Decide if the statement is totally true, totally false, or a “mix” If mix, discuss the validity of both approaches.
 
“Puritanism bore within itself the seeds of its own destruction. Assess the Validity of this statement.”
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